
 
 
 

 
 

A little background 
Arrecife first appeared on maps in the 15th century as a small 
fishing harbour and its maritime roots are still very much in 
evidence. About half of the Island's population resides in Arrecife, 
which has grown considerably in recent years. 
The skyline is dominated by the tallest building on Lanzarote, the 
Grand Hotel. This building lay as a burnt-out eyesore for many 
years, before it's recent renovation. The top-floor houses a 
restaurant with spectacular views of the City. 
Arrecife became the capital of Lanzarote at the end of the 18th 
century taking over from its predecessor Teguise, it is best 
described as a bustling, friendly and unpretentious city. 
Its name originates from the abundance of reefs and islets along the 
coast (Arrecife means 'reef' in Spanish), which form a magnificent 
sea front promenade and provide many natural harbours. 
 
1. Start at the Café in Grand Hotel 
Take the lift to the top floor – great views while having coffee and 
cake 
 
2. Arrecife Waterfront 
Once you have been to the Grand Hotel, come out of the hotel turn 
right and follow the walkway, get some exercise and relax by the 
water 
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3. San Gabriel Castle 
The Castillo de San Gabriel (Castle of Saint Gabriel) is located on a 
tiny island called Islote de los Ingleses (Islet of the English), which 
can be reached by two causeways, one for traffic and one for 
pedestrians. On foot, you pass over the Puente de las Bolas (Ball 
Bridge), a small drawbridge with two cannonballs on top of its 
pillars.  
Built originally as a wooden fortress, it proved completely insufficient 
for any defence purposes and was eventually burnt down by Berber 
pirates.  
It was then replaced by a stone castle in the 16th Century, finally 
playing a vital role in the protection of the harbour and the town. The 
fortress was declared a National Historic Monument in 1972 and 
houses a small ethnographic museum. The views from here over 
the city and the Atlantic Ocean are magnificent.  
Opening hours: 
The castle is open Tuesday to Friday from 10.00 to 13.00 hrs and 
from 16.00 to 19.00 hrs and on Saturdays from 10.00 to 13.00 hrs.  
There is a nominal entrance fee. 
 
4. San José Castle 
The Castillo de San Jose was built in 1799 to protect the Harbour 
from Pirate Attack but became known as the Fortaleza del hambre 
(Hunger Fortress) because of the much needed employment that it 
gave to the island's then impoverished population. The castle never 
faced any real military threat and was used as a gunpowder 
arsenal. 
It remained in Military use until 1890, but then stood vacant until 
1974 when César Manrique converted it into a Modern Art Gallery 
and Restaurant, the Museo International de Arte Contemporáneo. 
The Restaurant has some great views, overlooking the sea – we 
recommend the Chateaubriand, it is outstanding 
 
 
5. Arrecife Market 
Wander around the market on a Saturday; it is open 9am to 2 pm 
 
6. El Charco de San Gines 
A seawater lagoon in the centre of town, with attractive bars and 
restaurants. This is a particularly pleasant walk, away from the 
hustle and bustle of the central shopping area 
 
 
 



 
 
 
7. San Ginés church 
Originally the location of a hermitage built in 1574 that contained 
images of Saint Peter and Saint Ginés, it was flooded and 
completely rebuilt in 1667. It was expanded in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Saint Ginés (Saint Genesius) is Arrecife’s 
patron saint. 
 

8. Balls Bridge 
It is located near the mouth of the Calle Leon y Castillo, and is 
supported on the largest islet found in the Port of Arrecife. It is one 
of the most important monuments of Arrecife and integrated fully 
into the sea are of historic and artistic interest. 
The Bridge of the balls is like the Pillars of Hercules in miniature, the 
bridge holds the two symbolic globes. Spherically oriented towards 
west and east, there are two worlds; East and West. 
 
 
9. Temple Hall Wreck Telamon 

 
The Lambert Brothers Ltd were formed in 1878, they took over the 
Temple Steam Ship Company in 1926. The Dornoch Shipping 
Company was founded in Glasgow during 1935, which included the 
Lambert Brothers and subsidiaries, this company was sold to 
Harrisons (Clyde) Ltd in 1954 when three new ships were added to 
the fleet including the Temple Hall which was built at the Caledon 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co. Ltd (yard no 489) in Dundee and 
registered in London. 
In 1969 Temple Hall was re-named Pantelis and registered in 
Piraeus, Greece when it was sold to Demetrios P. Margaronis who 
sold the ship on again a year later to Viajes Sud América in 
Panama, keeping the same name and flag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
9. Temple Hall Wreck Telamon (Cont) 
 
Changing hands again in 1977 where she was re-named the 
Telamon, owned by Telamon Maritime Co. SA and managed by 
Armour Shipping Inc. in Greece. 
The Telamon was on route from San Pedro from the Ivory Coast to 
Thessaloniki with a cargo of logs when she sprung a leak and was 
forced to run aground in Arrecife, Lanzarote on the 31st October 
1981. 
If you want to see it, you will need to move quickly, as word is, it will 
be broken up for scrap this year 
 
10. Shopping in Arrecife 
Arrecife is the largest shopping center in Lanzarote. Stroll through 
its historic streets. Craft products are mingled with high-tech 
equipment, designer clothes and accessories for leisure.  
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