
Walks In Lanzarote 
10 Lanzarote walks with dozens of full colour photos


A Lanzarote Information Guide 



Welcome to our quick guide to 10 walks pretty much anyone can 
do in Lanzarote. 


We have done each of these walks, and enjoyed them all, and as 
you’ll see, we took plenty of photos for you, so you know in 
advance what to expect.


If you haven’t walked the island before, we urge you to do so - 
Lanzarote has so much more to offer than the resort areas, and 
never ceases to surprise and delight us.


These aren’t full-on “walking guides,” so they don’t have route 
maps, with elevation changes and so on. We’d suggest looking at 
Google Maps if you need that kind of detailed information prior to 
embarking on any of them, but they’re all fairly strait forward walks  
which can be tackled by anyone who is reasonably fit.


Remember when walking to take a mobile phone, sun cream, some 
sort of head covering and plenty of water so you can stay 
hydrated. 


We hope you enjoy these walks as much as we did.


Julie and Mike 

Lanzarote Information
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Walk One - Arrecife to Matagorda 

We like to walk in Lanzarote and wanted to cover the section of 
promenade from Arrecife though Playa Honda to the airport runway 
where the path connects in Matagorda to a previous walk 
along the strip in Puerto del Carmen. Instead of walking this time 
We decided to take our bikes and cycle the route parking at the 
Parque Temático on the sea front by the Cabildo in Arrecife.


The distance table for Lanzarote shows that the airport to 
Arrecife is 7km, this promenade is a lovely way to explore this area 
and there are loads of tapas bars and restaurants to stop at for 
refreshment! On a bike this didn’t take long at all - about 30 
minutes each way we took it very easy and stopped to take 
photographs.





We started out from the car park along the wide promenade, the 
pink brick section is for cycling, we liked the shaded seating area 
along this front, to the left is a view to the Gran Hotel and to the 
right you can see as far as the Femés mountains.




 


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/promenade-walk-puerto-del-carmen
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/distance-table-lanzarote


  


The Arrecife promenade continues until the sailing club at Playa el 
Cable, there the posh bricked style of pavement ends and its a 
rough but level path that continues around Playa La Concha.


  


  


At the beach in La Concha if you’re cycling you’ll need to decide if 
to dismount off your bike and carry it up the ten steps or take the 
well worn route across the beach and up the ramp the other side.




Update: These steps have now been replaced by a slope, so 
they are bike and wheelchair accessible.


  


  


The promenade widens and smoothes out again when the Avenida 
Playa Honda starts, all along this route were other cyclists, walkers 
and joggers. Here you can find the popular Restaurante 
Emmax and a selection of tapas bars. Look for the two houses 
built on the beach that are known as Casa Juan el Curita.


  


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/restaurante-emmax-ironmen-free-meal-offer
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/restaurante-emmax-ironmen-free-meal-offer


   

The massive beach of Playa Honda stretches along the coastline, 
there are signs marking areas for swimming and closer to the 
airport areas for windsurfing. Again there is a choice of bars and 
restaurants with lovely terraces such as the Marilyn Lounge Bar 
and Erik next door.


  


  


Crossing over a wooden bridge the promenade changed to tarmac 
with lanes for walking and cycling clearly marked, it was quite busy 



with walkers in this section around the Lanzarote airport runway. 
We were quite tempted to take time out in one of the zocos on the 
beach but continued to the end of the runway – here you need to 
be aware of sand that has blown off the beach, the track was 
covered in places and the bikes actually stopped dead in one 
place.


  


  


We stopped to watch a Binter and Ryanair plane take off from 
Lanzarote and were quite amused to see a parking area for 
bicycles here.

  


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/arrecife-airport-lanzarote


Once we reached the start of Matagorda, we turned around and 
returned back the way we had come from. The cycle ride was easy, 
going back was marginally harder as you are heading into the wind 
towards Arrecife but still manageable what ever your level of 
fitness.


We're definitely going to walk this section as cycling we didn’t feel 
like we’d earned the right to stop and take a break at one of the 
tempting bar / restaurants!


This route is the last section of the Lanzarote Mountain Bike trail 
number 6.


If you prefer to walk this route one way, then take one of 
the Lanzarote buses back to your resort, the bus stop is a new 
Intercambio station situated on the sea front next to the Cabildo in 
Arrecife.


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/matagorda
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/mountain-bike-routes-lanzarote
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/lanzarote-buses-0


Walk Two - Red de Paseos, Costa Teguise 

We found ourselves with an hour to spare in Costa Teguise and 
intrigued by the series of little sign posts that had appeared we set 
off exploring where these paths went. We started from the outdoor 
exercise machines situated on the promenade just along from 
Playa Bastian and found they incorporated two children’s play 
areas and the skateboard park along the route.


After finishing the walk. There is now a map available for these 
paths, for more information please visit: Walks in Costa Teguise)


  


We walked away from the sea, this path connects the Paseo 
Maritimo to Avda del Mar between the Las Coronas complex and 
the Pyramid Centre.


  


When you exit the path look at the sign post, the arrow points to 
the nearest pedestrian crossing for the road.


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/costa-teguise-resort-lanzarote
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/red-de-paseos-costa-teguise


  


The section between Avda del Mar and the dual carriage way has 
been landscaped and planted with benches, the path is between 
the Santa Rosa complex and the skeleton of an unfinished hotel 
project.


  


Follow the marker along the pavement towards Arrecife and use 
the pedestrian crossing over the Avda de Las Palmeras to Las 
Marinas, the path starts again on the right of this complex.


  




This area of land has not been planted but there is an interesting 
section of old dry stone walls on the left before the path takes a 
turn off to the right at the half way point.


  


The path cuts through between the housing, cross over the side 
street C/ Helechos and follow the paved path in the same direction.


  


The markers were missing at this junction over Calle Yucas but we 
continued on in the same direction and picked them up again.


  




The path emerges onto Avenida del Golf facing the Teguise Golf 
apartments, the route now follows over the pedestrian crossing, 
around the corner to Calle Los Crotos and immediately over this 
crossing to the skateboard park.


  


When the path reaches the single lane of Avda de Los Palmeras 
again just across from the Lanzarote Bay Hotel it splits into two 
directions, we haven’t established which coloured path we are 
taking – there are markers for red, blue and green on the posts. For 
this route cross over the main road and find the path to the left of 
the Lanzarote Bay.


  


The path down the side of the hotel is sparse until you reach the 
Avda del Mar where there are mature trees and bushes, using the 
crossing just in front of you, take the route to the side of the Playa 
Bastian complex.


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/hotel-accommodation-costa-teguise


  


The path emerges out back on the promenade at Playa Bastian 
with another children’s play area and the beach.


  


This walk is suitable for all, the ground is slightly soft in places but 
should be good for pushchairs and bikes too, its a lovely way to 
walk with children taking time out for them to play on the parks.


  




Walk Three - Paseo Maritimo, Playa Blanca 

We decided to park our car at the El Faro end of Playa Blanca and 
start from the lighthouse around the bay to Papagayo – well, that 
was the plan and we had our beach kit with us to relax at the end.


  


The pavement doesn’t quite reach the lighthouse but there is a 
path worn across the terrain to the Faro de Pechiguera lighthouses, 
the new construction dwarfing the old. There’s a lovely view over 
the Bocaina straights to the island of Fuerteventura with small 
fishing boats, sailing yachts and the ferries passing back and too.


  


We headed away from the lighthouse and around the coast passing 
the odd fisherman and a couple spear fishing, there was a splash 
of colour as we reached the Heredad Kamezi villas, they have a 
distinctive red lava stone wall with some lovely plants climbing 
amongst the boulders. This area is called Las Lajas Blancas.




  


The cheeky lizard's head poking out from the wall made us smile 
and this marked the end to the pavement as we crossed a plot 
without any construction, this and the stretch to the lighthouse 
were the only paths not paved along this stretch of coast.


  


The Hotel Calimera has a lovely bar situated on the promenade, 
there were sunbeds set out underneath umbrellas and the promise 
of some shade and a cold beer was tempting. 


This section of the coastline is known as Playa de Montaña Roja 
although there’s not a beach to speak off, there are steps giving 
easy access to the sea.




  


The path climbed steadily above the sea, we watched a boat of 
divers returning and noticed that a small stone building had fallen 
away from the cliff edge down to the waters edge but was still in 
one piece!


  


Passing the Hotel Rubicón Palace we turned the corner and the 
paseo marítimo sloped gently back down to sea level, there’s a 
quaint wooden bridge over the barranco with a small sandy / stony 
beach also known as Playa de Montaña Roja and the Centro 
Comercial La Mulata which had a varied choice of bars and 
restaurants all with views looking out to Fuerteventura.




  


The path took us past the Atlantic Gardens bungalows and there 
was another lovely sun terrace for the guests of the Hotel 
Timanfaya Palace with steps and handrails leading into the sea.


  


We were walking up a slight incline again and the promenade was 
rising above the sea affording us a glimpse of the popular beach 
Playa Flamingo which is currently undergoing restoration on the 
protective sea walls. 


The bungalows at Playa Flamingo were cordoned off and a lot of 
the locals seemed to be empty, we decided as the beach was 
undergoing restoration it was probably a good time to refurbish the 
properties too.




  


There were plenty of sun worshipers enjoying Playa Flamingo and 
lots of fishermen on the new sea wall which is still in progress, the 
view looking back to Montaña Roja was spectacular with the blue 
of the sea and sky, green of the palm trees, white from the 
buildings and red from the corona.


  


We rounded the headland from Playa Flamingo past the Hotel 
Lanzarote Park leaving the first bay behind us and were rewarded 
with distant views of Marina Rubicón and Papagayo.


   




Passing Puerto Chico we could clearly see the old harbour area of 
Playa Blanca and those stunning mountains up to the village of 
Femés. We had reached the old town and rewarded ourselves with 
a lovely lunch at one of the restaurants in Centro Comercial Punta 
Limones.


  


After we’d replenished our energy levels we continued on our way, 
when the paseo marítimo reaches the old harbour just continue 
over the road, through the car park, past the little pebbled beach 
with fishing boats and back onto the promenade.


  


This is the main pedestrian and shopping area, the Zona Peatonal 
Los Limones runs parallel behind the shops and restaurants, there 
was a good view back to the old harbour and Ferry leaving to 
island hop across to Fuerteventura.




  


The Playa del Pueblo or town beach is called Playa Blanca and 
although small it is sheltered and popular, there is even a lifeguard 
hut and three lifeguards on duty when we walked by.


  


We passed the Hotel Casa del Embajador and looked back just 
before we rounded the corner and got our first view of Playa 
Dorada.


  




Playa Dorada is very popular with rows of sunbeds and water 
sports on offer, its handy too with the Centro Comercial Costa 
Papagayo offering shops, bars and restaurants within a moments 
reach of the beach.


  


There are two hotels situated immediately at the back of the Play 
Dorada beach, they are the Princesa Yaiza and Hesperia Playa 
Dorada.


  


As we walked past the putting green at the Hesperia the land 
became rustic again and had the ruins of the old molinos that used 
to pump the sea water up to the salt pans. Looking back we could 
see Montaña Roja in the distance and just around the corner was 
Marina Rubicón.




  


As the paseo marítimo reached Marina Rubicón the water taxi was 
just arriving, originally our plan had been to continue on to Las 
Coloradas and Papagayo but we decided to stop here, having 
enjoyed the walk of approximately 7km. We hailed a taxi back to 
our car at the lighthouse and will return to complete the final leg of 
the journey another day.




Walk Four - Malpaso Way, Haria 

We set out from the village of Haria towards the sports stadium. To 
find this road, find the Ayuntamiento building, on the right by the 
library is a route map for walks, turn left along this street called 
César Manrique. The road leads up to the school and football 
stadium, on the way you pass César Manrique's house where he 
retired to, this is now open daily for visitors.


  


When the tarmac road turns right to go past the stadium, continue 
straight ahead joining the dirt track towards the mirador.  Shortly 
you will come across a signpost, take the lane to the right and walk 
up through the fields until you meet the road.


  


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/manrique-house-museum


Take the footpath directly opposite, taking care to cross the road 
for cyclists and traffic.


  


The path leads up zig zagging between the road, stones have been 
laid underfoot marking the path but it is uneven. The flowers are 
incredible and change as you progress up the hill.


  


There wre a good few patches of bright yellow glossy (Canarian 
Buttercup) Ranunculus Cortusifolius. We found a few plants we 
hadn’t seen before, one was this purple flower with bright yellow 
centre it reminded me of Ipheion Uniflorum (spring star flower), the 
more intriguing one was the bluebell shaped flower which was 
cappucino coloured, maybe part of the Lachenalia family.




  


The lower levels are covered with masses of blue Echium 
Plantagineum, yellow Sisymbrium Officinale and white Allysum. As 
we neared the top the foliage became more green with different 
Aeniums not yet in flower and huge big yellow balls of the Apiaceae 
(parsley) dancing in the wind.


  


The trek up the hillside is well worth it, not only were we enjoying 
the flowers but we only had to turn around for the most incredible 
views back down to the valley of a thousand palms.


  




On the last bend, the path swings round to the left opening up a 
panoramic view down to the valley of Tabayesco and the beach at 
Arrieta.


  


We reached the top within an hour allowing for lots of stops along 
the way to look at the flowers and enjoy the view. You can descend 
the same way or walk around to the Bosquecillo picnic area before 
taking the other path down the barranco back down to the village.


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/lanzarotes-forest-bosque-de-har%C3%AD


Walk Seven - Presa de Mala - Lanzarote’s Dam 

We have walked up to the Presa de Mala (the dam) countless times 
but not up past or around it before which is what we decided to do 
one overcast and very windy day in Lanzarote. We had a quick look 
at Google Earth and could see that the dirt track from the village of 
Mala went up and past the dam right up to the top road at Los 
Helechos (Teguise – Haría road) climbing from 47m to 555m!!


Options for this walk would be to park at the top just along from 
Los Helechos and walk down to the dam with a second car at the 
bottom (easy) or park at the bottom and walk up with another car 
at the top (harder) or do both legs either from the top or the bottom 
(hard!).


  


We decided to park at the bottom and walk up for an hour and then 
return down to watch the birdlife at the dam and eat our picnic 
before heading home. If you exit the main road from Órzola to 
Tahiche at Mala take the exit with a Yoga sign on and the dirt track 
heading left. The first part of the climb from here is very steep if 
you take the sandy track up to the water pump house and then 
over the scrub land to the dam (47m up to 168m), the alternative is 
to park at the bridge heading back to Mala and walk / drive up the 
dirt track to the Presa de Mala. 




  


This is the track heading away from the dam, some of the terraces 
are still farmed, there was a beautiful field of garlic growing.


  


Looking back you can see the top of the dam wall, looking forward 
there are sandy dry terraces.


  


The house Rincon de la Moza has a stunning view down the valley 
with some beautiful planted terracing, I’m not sure I would want to 
drive up and down this track for access though.




  


The track passed around behind the properties to a section that 
was quite badly eroded where there was a finca advertised for sale 
with 27,000m of land.


  


We continued upwards, the barranco that feeds the dam was down 
below us on our right, there were still some lovely spring flowers 
but the grasses were bleached blonde and dying off.


  


A giant dandelion growing at the roadside.




  


Further up the landscape was greener, you can see down to the 
Mala coast with white of the waves breaking on the shore.


  


We had been looking for a track to circle back round to the dam on 
the other side of the barranco, we reached a point where the 
barranco was level with the road, it passes underneath so we could 
cross over easily, however no path was visible and it would have 
been a scramble along the terraces.


  




We continued on up and around the next corner and realised that 
we had reached a height of 340m and our time point of an hour’s 
walk - just past pin no 9 on the Google Earth Image above in 
between the two pícon fields.


  


We stopped for a drink where there were some cultivated fields and 
a flat area with ruins, a great place for a picnic or barbecue if you 
have a 4x4 or quad bike.


  


Taking the decision to turn around as we wanted to spend some 
time exploring the dam, we left the remainder of the path for 
another day and headed back down via the same route.




  


As we were approaching the dam, we took a small detour and 
dropped into the barranco, this was sheltered from the strong 
winds and the path was enjoyable along the smooth rock and 
sandy bottom. Just before each barranco wall the plants and 
saplings would grow making the way difficult with huge spider 
webs too!


  


We climbed up to the top again and walked along the dam, we 
could hear birdsong but were disappointed not to see any wildlife 
on or around the water.




  


The gate to one side of the dam was open, treading carefully due 
to the high winds and rusty railings we cautiously made our way 
along the top of the dam wall. It was only here I realised that the 
other gate wasn’t open so if we had of circled around we would 
have been marooned on the other side!


  


We wondered at who would have scaled the wall of the dam to 
graffiti a pair of eyes and took the decision to head back home for 
our picnic lunch and read our books.




The last photo above shows the track starting from the top of 
Haría. To find this take the road out of Haría towards Teguise, go 
past Los Helechos and along the straight road towards the 
windmills, the track is on the left on this long straight before the 
first bend.


We did have a couple of vehicles pass us during the walk so if you 
are taking a dog just be aware to listen out for them, they weren’t 
going at any speed due to the rough terrain, although there were 
quad bike tracks which would be travelling considerably faster.




Walk Six - Puerto del Carmen to Puerto Calero 

We were surprised at how easy it was to walk from Puerto del 
Carmen to Puerto Calero at the weekend. Normally we don’t think 
twice about how to get there as we just drive but for tourists 
staying in Puerto del Carmen without a hire car we wondered how 
they would visit the marina. From Puerto del Carmen, they could 
catch the Arrecife Bus, take the water taxi, arrange a free transfer 
if booked on the Catlanza or Submarine excursion or they could 
walk!


  


We started our walk from Playa Chica next to the Fariones Hotel in 
Puerto del Carmen, look for the promenade that takes you through 
to the old harbour area which currently has some major work in 
progress, gone is the lovely square and children’s play area for the 
time being. You can see our destination from the start point, where 
the sun is shining!


  


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/puerto-calero
http://lanzaroteinformation.com/content/puerto-del-carmen-resort-lanzarote
http://lanzaroteinformation.com/content/lanzarote-buses-0
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/water-taxi-puerto-del-carmen-puerto-calero


The old harbour area of Puerto del Carmen has a great 
atmosphere, there are some good restaurants and tapas bars with 
spectacular sea views. From the old harbour look for the steps to 
the side of Restaurante Cash Roja and follow the tiny puzzle of 
side streets along the side of the harbour.


  


Peeking between the tiny houses that were once fishermen’s 
cottages you can see a brand new wooden decked area, the 
access points are still blocked off but at some point in the future 
you will be able to walk along this section. The climb up to the 
coastal path looks hard, but the path slopes gently back and to, 
there’s a great view if you need to stop to catch your breath.


  


At the top there are some wonderful places to sit and enjoy the 
view, benches with bougainvillea trailing over pergolas offering 
shade if its a hot sunny day.




  


Looking back you can see the new harbour wall extension now in 
full use, going forward the pavement stops but the path is smooth 
and accessible for pushchairs or mountain bikes – just don’t take 
this corner too fast, there were a few skid marks and a fair drop.


  


At the end of the built up area around the harbour there is a lovely 
coastal path marked out with stone walls and wooden posts, again 
benches have been installed so you can sit along the way and 
enjoy the views.




  


Although high above the water there are steps leading down to the 
rocks offering easy access for those seeking to cool off with a 
swim or a spot of fishing.


  


The path twists and turns along the coastline, I passed joggers, 
walkers and families out for a stroll, you’d need to keep an eye on 
young children as there are some open sections with steep drops 
to the sea in places.


  




There is a series of steps leading down into the Barranco del 
Quíquere and up again which can be a bit awkward with a pram 
but passable.


  


The fish farm is visible just off the coast here, a blue oval shape 
with two yellow buoys marking its position.


  


Just around the corner the marina of Puerto Calero comes into 
plain view, here the sea is only just below the path offering another 
chance for a swim.




  


Once you reach the marina you can’t access the car park area, the 
path leads down past the security gate and back up again.


  


The path ends (or starts if walking to Puerto del Carmen) at the 
security hut in the middle of the road as you drop down into Puerto 
Calero.


  


The walk had taken less than an hour and we had stopped 
frequently during that time to take photos and admire the view, it’s 



lovely and would recommend everyone to try it! We just fancied a 
cup of tea and knew where to get the best ……Café del Plaza are 
situated in the plaza just below the end of the path, where you will 
find a fantastic selection of homemade cakes as well as free wifi if 
you need to get online.


The path continues on paved up to the Hesperia Hotel and 
then dirt tracks to Playa Quemada and through the Monumento 
Natural de Los Ajaches to Femés, that’s for another day. The start 
of this walk connects with the end of the promenade walk in 
Puerto del Carmen. If you've walked enough, you can always take 
the taxi boat back.


http://lanzaroteinformation.com/content/wifi-hotspots-lanzarote
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/walk-puerto-calero-playa-quemada
http://lanzaroteinformation.com/content/promenade-walk-puerto-del-carmen
http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/water-taxi-puerto-del-carmen-puerto-calero


Walk Seven - Mirador to Risco de Famara 

This walk is a toughie but worth it! When you visit the Mirador del 
Río at the Northern tip of Lanzarote, there is a stunning view from 
the Risco down over the Río to the island of La Graciosa. If you 
look down you will see a beautiful sandy beach called the Playa del 
Risco and next to it the pink ruins of the Salinas del Risco.


    


The photos above were taken on an earlier visit to the Mirador del 
Río to watch the sunset.


To find the start of the walk first drive to the Mirador del Río close 
to the village of Ye. Take the narrow coast road to the left of the 
viewpoint, follow this along keeping your eyes on the road and not 
on the view! When the road turns away from the cliff top after a 
couple of corners look for the opening to the car park on your right, 
there is a large upright grey stone and the road is paved with 
flagstones of lava rock, the rural hotel Finca La Corona is on the 
left. Follow this track around to the car park.


  




Take the path from the car park along to the viewing platform at the 
top of the cliff, the path is visible below, zig zagging back and to 
across the cliff face. The descent is around 650m and 2km long. 
The path down is not physically hard but there are loose stones 
underfoot and you can slip on the smaller stones, take your time 
and look for the fixed rocks to step on.


  


The views are incredible, you can see down to the beach and salt 
pans, along the risco both ways towards the Mirador del Río and 
Famara and over to La Graciosa.


  


Once at the bottom you’ll reach a sandy crossroads, straight on or 
right will lead around to the beach, the path left is the start of 
the cliff walk around to Famara.


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/walk-mirador-del-rio-famara-lanzarote


  


We walked straight on and followed the coast around to the beach, 
there were some interesting blow holes in the rock where the sea 
splashed through.


  


This beach is lovely, Playa del Risco is a large sandy cove and 
invites you to take your walking shoes off and paddle along the 
waters edge.


  




We had to laugh when a Spanish man ran up to us and asked if we 
had a mobile phone to call a taxi, when we looked puzzled as there 
aren’t any roads, he explained the water taxi from La Graciosa will 
collect from this beach during the summer! Sure enough he made a 
quick phone call and the boat arrived 10 minutes later to collect 
him and his camping gear.


  


Resisting the temptation we walked the length of the beach to go 
and visit the old salt pans Salinas del Risco, We were amazed at 
the depth of colour here, underneath the salt water was a bright 
pink / red offset with the dark black lava stone zocos and white salt 
cristals.


  


The beach was calling us so we headed back, stripped off and 
went for a swim which was just gorgeous! After a chill out on the 
beach and lunch we dressed and started to make our way back. 
We’ve seen someone run up this path in 12 minutes, the quickest 
we’ve walked back up is around 35 minutes but we would allow an 
hour as the going is tough and you can stop for water breaks and 
to enjoy the view whilst you get your breath back.




  


If the walk back up is too much for you, the water taxi number for a 
transfer over to La Graciosa 676 901 845!!


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/la-graciosa


Walk Eight - Puerto Calero to Playa Quemada 

This Lanzarote walk links up nicely with a previous walk, which 
covered the coast from the harbour in the old town to the marina 
and the two could easily be connected for a longer trek.





Playa Quemada is a small seaside village nestling at the foot of 
the Monumental Natural Los Ajaches mountains with black 
beaches. It’s a delightful place to visit and have lunch in a typical 
Canarian restaurant.


  


http://www.lanzaroteinformation.com/content/playa-quemada


  


Starting from the security hut on the entrance to the marina, the 
footpath stretches around to the right the other half of the marina 
and up to the 5* Hesperia Hotel.


  


  


Alternatively you can park at the Hesperia, take the access road 
from the main entrance down to the coast. The footpath is rough 
but can be clearly seen, its not paved or marked out with stone, 
simply worn into the ground.




  


  


The path is up and down but not too strenuous, the views were 
beautiful with stunning mountains ahead and crystal clear waters 
below.


  


If you get a whiff of goats, you’re probably parallel with the farm 
just up the hill!




  


Before I knew it Playa Quemada was visible up ahead.


  


When you arrive at the first house, there is a track continuing along 
the front, ignore this as its a dead end and take the path right and 
along the road.


  


Have a look out for these unusual fish heads and tails on the 
houses as you approach the village.




  


This walk didn’t take long at all, just over half an hour, if you link it 
up with the walk to Puerto del Carmen its only an hour or hour and 
a half at an easy constant pace. I wanted more, so continued 
through the village and on to the start of the path through the 
Monumental Natural Los Ajaches.


  


  


The path led up and out of the village, looking down to the beach 
below you can see the continuation of the path zig zagging on the 
right.




  


The path down to the beach was slightly tricky and a bit loose 
underfoot but definitely worth it, the place was deserted. 
Unfortunately I hadn’t brought a towel or swimming costume so 
resisted the urge to take a dip and went back into Playa Quemada.


     


It was a warm day so I took shelter on the large shaded terrace at 
Restaurante 7 Islas, José brought me a well deserved ice cold beer 
along with a tapa of tortilla. I was joined by a very cute friend!




Walk Nine - Cueva del Agua, Los Cocoteros 

Have you discovered the beautiful water cave hidden at Los 
Cocoteros?


  


Our latest geocache adventure took us straight to this jameos 
beauty spot as the cache was hidden there, this one is 
called Cueva del Agua on the Geocaching website if you’d like the 
GPS co-ordinates.


  


These satellite images show the location of the cueva del agua / 
jameos, in the first one you can see the saltpans and village, the 
jameos is in the top right hand corner, the second image is zoomed 
in on the jameos which is the circular hole just below the centre of 
the picture.


It is possible to park a car about 100m away if you drive down the 
dirt tracks from Los Cocoteros, we thought about parking near the 
salt pans and walking along the coast although it’s a fairly short 

http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?guid=23869f93-3c8e-49e1-9136-b8c9ceca45aa


walk. Having met the group in Guatiza, we decided to leave the 
cars there and walk down to the coastal village of Los Cocoteros.


  


In my opinion, I would have opted for the off road path by joining 
the walk PR LZ 04 from Teguise to Los Cocoteros, which you can 
pick up off the roundabout as you exit the main North road for 
Guatiza, just before the abandoned quarry. This path skirts around 
the base of the hill and gently down towards the coast.


  


We set out from the bus stop in Guatiza walking past the big 
church and sociedad before taking a right turn to pick up the only 
road leading down to Los Cocoteros. Guatiza is a fascinating 
village there are lots of crops and prickly pear cactus growing with 
some typical old Canarian houses as well as modern villas. The 
main road has no pavement and the traffic can speed along here 
so tuck in and walk towards the oncoming traffic.




  


As the road drops down past the quarry, take the dirt track road to 
the left which passes through the terraced fields leading down to 
the coast.


  


We took another track left just to increase the length of the walk 
slightly, both the original track and this one lead down to either 
side of the water cave.


  




The jameos is hidden from view, but there is a well worn small track 
leading to it. The colour of the sea water is amazing, a bright, clear, 
aquamarine. Lots of the surrounding rocks are rough but then there 
are some lovely smooth areas within which made a great platform 
for jumping off and sunbathing.


  


I found the cache this time, it’s in a small canister and hidden well, 
we added our names and found a great spot for our picnic just up 
over the back of the jameos which had smooth rocks and a 
stunning view along the coastline.


  


The boys decided to have a swim and jumped off the ledge into the 
water below – please check the water depth first if you try this, I’m 
not sure how much tide affects the pool. We then walked back up 
the hill to our cars, this was a total of 6km by this route.




Walk Ten - San Marcial del Rubicon, Playa Blanca 

We joined a group of thirty volunteers at 9am in the Papagayo area 
of  Playa Blanca, in the South of Lanzarote. We were participating 
in a walk to “Connect with the past” along the Ruta San Marcial del 
Rubicón with Nacho from Senderismo Lanzarote in collaboration 
with the Servicio de Patrimonio Histórico del Cabildo de Lanzarote.





On arrival in the car park we were given a picnic, a large black bag 
and a pair of gloves before our first stop on Playa Mujeres. If 
you’ve been to this beach before, you can’t help to notice the old 
structure built into the cliff on the far right hand side. This is a 
horno de cal (lime kiln) where a fire would be lit for 2-3 days to heat 
the local stone which produced lime, this powder would then be 
taken from the beach by boat.





We climbed up from Playa Mujeres and along the headland before 
stopping at the next beach along, here in the barranco behind we 
discovered the archaeological site of the Pozos de San Marcial del 
Rubicón. These pozos have been sealed since 1993, but not for 
our walk as we discovered that Nacho had brought the keys along 
to open the security grills.







The reason for our gloves and sacks became apparent, we were 
going into the pozos (wells) to remove the rubbish that had been 
posted through the metal grids. It was a real shame to see that 
there was quite a collection of beer bottles and cans, plastic drinks 
bottles as well as food wrappers and paper tissue to pick up.





There are several theories as to the history of these wells, they are 
believed to date back to the conquest in 1402. The wells combined 
the rainwater from Los Ajaches with saltwater seepage and was 
considered safe to drink.







There are a series of pozos in the barranco, we unlocked each one 
in turn, with volunteers descending to investigate and collect any 
rubbish found. As you can see from these photos, despite our 
really dry winter, although there was no water in this pozo near the 
beach, it was damp and mossy.








One of the wells was round and quite deep, as there was quite a bit 
of rubbish at the bottom, a volunteer descended by rope to clean 
it. The fellas then had to work hard to heave her back up again!


We spent the best part of two hours cleaning the wells and 
recovered a few sacks of rubbish for our efforts. It was then time to 
continue our walk, climbing back up onto the headland we found 
the plaque dedicated on the 7th July 2004 on the XI century 
anniversary marking the spot where Pope Benedict XIII founded 
the cathedral dedicated to San Marcial.







The next pozo along was one for the goats, we followed the 
barranco up towards the mountains of Los Ajaches, still collecting 
rubbish from the dry river bed, where we found a couple of large 
deep wells with water.





Emerging onto the dirt road we were reminded that it was a fiesta 
day, the dirt road was busy with traffic heading for the beaches. 
The campsite at Puerto Muelas was busy with rows of caravans 
visible.





Sadly there was a lot of rubbish to be found along the roadsides, 
people had obviously just thrown drink bottles from their cars as 



well as leaving behind odd shoes and even a swimsuit. There’s no 
need as in the car park just ahead was a line of bins that these 
people must have passed before discarding their rubbish.





Nacho found a great spot over looking the Playa de Papagayo 
where he served coffee and cake to go with our picnic, some 
volunteers continued cleaning the hillside whilst others chatted and 
admired the view.





We finished our circular walk of 5km, stopping to pause for a group 
photograph with our black sacks of rubbish before returning to our 
cars. What a fascinating morning - we’d learned some history of 
the island, San Marcial was where the first European conquerors 
settled, we'd discovered some 15th century architecture and 
helped clean and preserve an area of local interest and heritage.
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